Live Communion
Sunday 16" May 2021

New Hope Assured:The Ascension

Introduction
Prayer of Preparation

Al Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

From heaven you came helpless babe
Entered our world, your glory veiled

Not to be served but to serve

And give Your life that we might live

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

There in the garden of tears

My heavy load he chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn
"Yet not My will butYours,' He said

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

Come see His hands and His feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered

So let us learn how to serve,
And in our lives enthrone Him;
Each other’s needs to prefer,
For it is Christ we are serving.

Confession

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned

in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy

forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly,

love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

Absolution
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COLLECT FOR The Ascension

Risen Christ,

you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven:
help us to seek and serve you,

that we may join you at the Father’s side,

where you reign with the Spirit in glory,

now and for ever. Amen.

Reading — Acts I:1-11 read by Amy Elderfield

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering,
he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptised with
water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

6 Then they gathered round him and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight.

|0 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them. | | ‘Men of Galilee,” they said,
‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.’

This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God

Talk
Prayers by Rob French

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Communion

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you
made us for yourself. When we turned away you did not reject us, but
came to meet us in your Son.

All You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit
and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.

All He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for
all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took
bread, and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.

All Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the
bread of life.
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At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of
me.

All Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is
shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your
Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and
blood of your dear Son.

All As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ,
our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this
sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

There is a redeemer

Jesus, God's own Son

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Holy One

Thank you, oh my father

For giving us Your Son

And leaving Your Spirit

'Til the work on Earth is done

Jesus my redeemer

Name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain

When | stand in Glory

| will see His face

And there I'll serve my King forever
In that Holy Place

Closing Prayer

In darkness and in light,

in trouble and in joy,

help us, heavenly Father,

to trust your love,

to serve your purpose,

and to praise your name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Final Blessing

Christ our ascended King
pour upon you the abundance of his gifts
and bring you to reign with him in glory;
and the blessing ...Amen.
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